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At the time of separation from Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh originally had 16 districts. Two new
districts: Bijapur and Narayanpur were carved out on May 11, 2007[1] and nine new districts on Jan 1,
2012. The new districts have been created by carving out the existing districts to facilitate more targeted,
focused and closer administration. These districts have been named Sukma, Kondagaon, Balod, Bemetara,
Baloda Bazar, Gariaband, Mungeli, Surajpur and Balrampur[2]
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Background[edit]
A district of an Indian state is an administrative geographical unit, headed by a district magistrate or a
deputy commissioner, an officer belonging to the Indian Administrative Service. The district magistrate or



the deputy commissioner is assisted by a number of officials belonging to different wings of the
administrative services of the state.

A superintendent of Police, an officer belonging to Indian Police Service is entrusted with the
responsibility of maintaining law and order and related issues.

Administrative history
Before Indian independence, present-day Chhattisgarh state was divided between the Central Provinces
and Berar, a province of British India, and a number of princely states in the north, south, and east, which
were part of the Eastern States Agency.

The British province encompassed the central portion of the state, and was made up of three
districts, Raipur, Bilaspur, and Durg, which made up the Chhattisgarh Division of the Central Provinces.
Durg District was created in 1906 out of the eastern portion of Raipur District.

The northern portion of the state, comprising present-day Koriya, Surajpur,Surguja, Jashpur, and Raigarh
districts, was divided among the six princely states of Chang Bhakar, Jashpur, Koriya,Surajpur, Raigarh,
Surguja, and Udaipur. To the east the states of Nandgaon, Khairagarh, and Kawardha comprised parts of
present-day Rajnandgaon and Kawardha districts. In the south, the state of Kanker comprised the northern
portion of present-day Kanker District, and the state of Bastar included present-day Bastar and Dantewada
districts and the southern part of Kanker District.

After Indian Independence, the princely states were merged with the Central Provinces and Berar to form
the new state of Madhya Pradesh. Present-day Chhattisgarh comprised seven districts of Madhya Pradesh.
The former states of Kanker and Bastar formed the new Bastar District, the states of Surguja, Korea, and
Chang Bhakar formed the new Surguja District, and the states of Nandgaon, Khairagarh, and Kawardha
formed the new Rajnandgaon District.

In 1998, the seven districts that make up present-day Chhattisgarh were reorganized to form 16 districts.
Dantewada and Kanker districts were split from Bastar; Dhamtari District was split from Raipur; Janjgir-
Champa and Korba districts were split from Bilaspur; Jashpur District was split from Raigarh; Kawardha
District was formed from parts of Bilaspur and Rajnandgaon; Koriya and Surajpur District was split from
Surguja; and Mahasamund District was split from Raipur.

On November 1, 2000 these 16 districts were split from Madhya Pradesh to form the new state of
Chhattisgarh.[3] Two New Districts Are Added Afterwards. On January 1, 2012 Chhattisgarh Government
announced 9 New Districts. Total No. of Districts in Chhattisgarh is now 27.

Districts of Chhattisgarh
Following the creation of new districts in 2012, Chhattisgarh consists of 27 districts.[2][4][5][6][7]
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Balod Balod - - - -

Baloda
Bazar

Baloda
Bazar

- - - -
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Balrampur Balrampur -
3806.0
8

- http://balrampur.info/

BA Bastar Jagdalpur 1,302,253 14,968 87 http://bastar.nic.in/

Bemetara Bemetara - - - http://bemetara.gov.in/

Bijapur Bijapur 229,832 6,555 39 http://bijapur.gov.in/

BI Bilaspur Bilaspur 1,993,042 8,270 241 http://bilaspur.nic.in/

DA Dantewada Dantewada 719,065 17,538 59 http://dantewada.nic.in/

DH Dhamtari Dhamtari 703,569 3,383 208 http://dhamtari.nic.in/

DU Durg Durg 2,801,757 8,542 328 http://durg.nic.in/

Gariaband Gariaband - - - -

JA Jashpur Jashpur 739,780 5,825 127 http://jashpur.nic.in/

JC
Janjgir-
Champa

Naila Janjgir 1,316,140 3,848 342 http://janjgir-champa.nic.in/

Kondagaon Kondagaon - - - -
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KB Korba Korba 1,012,121 6,615 153 http://korba.nic.in/

KJ Koriya Baikunthpur 585,455 6,578 89 http://korea.gov.in/

KK Kanker Kanker 651,333 6,513 100 http://kanker.gov.in/

KW Kabirdham Kawardha 584,667 4,237 138 http://kawardha.nic.in/

MA
Mahasamun
d

Mahasamun
d

860,176 4,779 180 http://mahasamund.nic.in/

Mungeli Mungeli - - - -

Narayanpur Narayanpur 110,800 6,640 20

RG Raigarh Raigarh 1,265,084 7,068 179 http://raigarh.nic.in/

RN
Rajnandgao
n

Rajnandgaon 1,281,811 8,062 159 http://rajnandgaon.nic.in/

RP Raipur Raipur 3,009,042 13,083 230 http://raipur.nic.in/

SJ Surajpur Surajpur 2,570,867 15,765 125 http://surajpur.gov.in/

SK Sukma Sukma 2,49,000 --------- ------
http://dantewada.gov.in/Sukma.ht
ml/
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SU Surguja Ambikapur 1,970,661 15,765 125
http://surguja.nic.in/

Chhattisgarh is the 10th largest state in India with an area of 135,190 sq-km. Chhattisgarh is the 16th
largest state in terms of population which is approximately equal to 2,08,00,000. The native language of
people of Chhattisgarh is Chhattisgarhi.

Chhattisgarh was carved out of Madhya Pradesh in 01 November, 2000 with its 16 Chhattisgarhi
speaking districts. It is an important hub for the production of steel and electrical power in India,
producing about 15% of the total steel produced in India. It is surrounded by six states : Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh.

Capital of Chhattisgarh is Raipur which is the center of all the trade, economy and administration. The
native language is Chhattisgarhi but Hindi is more prominent here. Chhattisgarh is mainly famous for its
agriculture accounting for about 80% of the work force. It is also known as Dhan Ka Katora (meaning
Bowl Of Rice) for the production of Rice.

Chhattisgarh borders the states of Madhya Pradesh in the northwest, Maharashtra in the west, Andhra
Pradesh in the south, Orissa in the east, Jharkhand in the northeast and Uttar Pradesh in the north.

Geography

Most part of Chhattisgarh is covered with hills in northern and southern parts, but the central part of
Chhattisgarh is fertile plain. About 44% of the state is covered by moist and deciduous forests of the
Eastern Highlands Forests.

State animal - Van Bhainsa, (Wild Buffalo)
State bird – Pahari Myna, (Hill Myna)
State tree – Sal, (Sarai)

The northern part of the state touches the great Indo-Gangetic plain. Rihand River, which is one of the
tributaries of the River Ganga, flows through this area. The east end of the Satpura Extent and the



hesperian bounds of the Chota Nagpur Upland contour an east-west course of hills that line the
Mahanadi River basin from the Indo-Gangetic plains.

Transport

Chhattisgarh has an excellent means of transport which includes transportation by road, railways and
air.

Roadways: Total length of roads in Chhattisgarh is about 45,988 km which includes 11 national
highways(2,184 km), state highways(3,611 km), district roads ( 8,031 km) and rural roads(27,566 km).
(Data as of 2008-2009)

Railways: Chhattisgarh has a good rail network connecting all the major cities. The rail network of the
state is centered at Bilaspur, which is the zonal headquarter of South Eastern Central Railway. The main
rail junctions are Bilaspur,Raipur and Durg which are well connected with all the major cities of India.

Airlines: Air connectivity of Chhattisgarh is low. Raipur is the only commercial operating point in the
state, that too provides only domestic flights across the country. Chhattisgarh does not have
international connectivity in terms of airlines.

Culture

Chhattisgarh's culture is famous for its performing arts. As Chhattisgarh is in the heart of India, it has
been influenced by the folk and performing arts of various forms of other states. Chhattisgarh has many
tribal groups among which some are very primitive. All these tribal communities have various dance as
well as art forms of their own.

The state also hosts religious sects including Satnami Panth, Kabirpanth, Ramnami Samaj, and others.
Ratanpur is significant for the Mahamaya Temple. Champaran is a small town with religious significance
as it is the place of birth of the Saint Vallabhacharya, significant as a pilgrimage site for the community
of Gujarati people. Oriya culture is also prominent in the eastern parts of Chhattisgarh as it borders the
state Orissa.

Economy

This mainly comprises of agriculture, electrical power and steel production. Chhattisgarh's gross
domestic product for the year 2010 is estimated to be Rs 60,079 Crores. The economy of Chhattisgarh
has boomed rapidly in the recent years with a growth rate of about 11.49% in Gross Domestic Product
for the period 2009–2010.The factors affecting such a high growth rate are due to the growth in
agricultural and industrial production.

Export of goods is also one of the important spheres of economy in Chhattisgarh which accounts to Rs.
1,766 Crore (2009-2010). The main hub for export is Bhilai (for export of steel) which adds up to 75%
of total exports and remaining comes from Bhanpuri, Urla and Sirgitti

Tourism

Chhattisgarh is located at the heart of our country. It is endowed with ambient natural diversity and is
full of rich cultural heritage. The state has a lot of carved temples, ancient monuments, Buddhist sites,
rare wildlife, palaces, caves, waterfalls, hill plateaus and rock paintings.

Bastar is famous for its unique ecological and cultural identity. On the other hand Chitrakote Falls, where
the Indravati river has fall of about 96 feets. The shape of the fall is like horse shoe curve, and is often
said to be as Niagara falls of Chhattisgarh. Similarly the Tirathgarh Falls, is a waterfall of River Kanger
steps down from a height of 100 feets in the form of steps of stairs.



Other important destinations are the Kangerghat National Park, Keshkal valley, Kutumbsar caves and
Kailash caves , which are rich in natural beauty. Also, there are many temples throughout Chhattisgarh
which act as great tourist attraction of the state.

Education

According to the census, 2011, the literacy rate in Chhattisgarh's was at 71.04% which has improved
considerably from census, 2001 (64.66%). Male and Female literacy rate as per censes, 2011 are
81.45% and 60.59% respectively.

Education in Chhattisgarh is good. There are many universities and colleges that are famous nationally
including NIT, Raipur; IIM, Raipur; Hidayatullah National Law University, Raipur; RCET, Bhilai etc.
Chhattisgarh is mainly famous for the number of engineering colleges which is 49 (till 2011) in total in
different cities across the state.


